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Washburn County, Wisconsin  view Community messages

	
	Articles, images	
Archeology  •  Farms  •   Landmarks  •  Migrations and settlements  •  Photo gallery  •   Prehistory  •   Timeline

	
	People	
Births  •  Deaths  • Baptisms  • Marriages  •  Divorces  • Burials  • Families  •  Residents

	
	Daily life	
Before 1700  •  1700-1749  •  1750-1799  •  1800-1819  •  1820-1839  •  1840-1859  •  1860-1879  • 
 1880-1899  •  1900-1919  •  1920-1939  •  1940-1959  •  1960-1979  •  1980-1999  •  2000-present

	
	Research,
including queries	
Washburn County, Wisconsin links   •  Birth records  •  Businesses  •  Cemeteries  •  Census data  •  Census records  •  
Church records  •  Court records  •  Death records  •  Directories  •   Landowner records  •  
Marriage records  •  Maps  •  Military records  •  Obituaries   •  Probate records  •  Queries




 
This article is based on the corresponding article in another wiki. For Familypedia purposes, it requires significantly more historical detail on phases of this location's development.  The ideal article for a place will give the reader a feel for what it was like to live at that location at the time their relatives were alive there. Also desirable are links to organizations that may be repositories of genealogical information..
Please help to improve this page yourself if you can.


 


	Washburn County, Wisconsin

	

Historical Museum in Shell Lake, Wisconsin


	
Location in the state of Wisconsin

	

Wisconsin's location in the U.S.

	Founded
	1883

	Named for	Cadwallader C. Washburn

	Seat
	Shell Lake

	Largest city
	Spooner

	Area
 - Total
 - Land
 - Water
	
 853 sq mi (2,209 km²)
797 sq mi (2,064 km²)
56 sq mi (145 km²), 6.6%

	Population
 - (2020)
 - Density
	
 16,623 


	Congressional district
	7th

	Time zone
	Central: UTC-6/-5

	Website	www.co.washburn.wi.us



Washburn County is a county  in the U.S. state of Wisconsin. It is named after Governor Cadwallader C. Washburn.[1] As of the 2020 census, the population was 16,623.[2] Its county seat is Shell Lake.[3] The county was created in 1883.[4]
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Geography[]

File:Washburn Co WI Pie Chart No Text Version.pdf

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the county has a total area of 853 square miles (2,210 km2), of which 797 square miles (2,060 km2) is land and 56 square miles (150 km2) (6.6%) is water.[5]


Major highways[]

 	
 	
 	 		 			 		 		 		 			The sign for Washburn County on WIS48
 		 	 
	
 U.S. Highway 53
	
 U.S. Highway 63
	
 Highway 48 (Wisconsin)
	
 Highway 70 (Wisconsin)
	
 Highway 77 (Wisconsin)
	
 Highway 253 (Wisconsin)


Railroads[]

	Canadian National
	Wisconsin Great Northern Railroad


Buses[]

	List of intercity bus stops in Wisconsin


Airport[]

Shell Lake Municipal Airport (KSSQ) serves the county and surrounding communities.


Adjacent counties[]

	Douglas County - north
	Bayfield County - northeast
	Sawyer County - east
	Rusk County - southeast
	Barron County - south
	Burnett County - west


National protected area[]

	Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway (part)


Demographics[]

	Historical populations

	Census
	Pop.
		%±

	1890
	2,926
	
	—

	1900
	5,521
	
	88.7%

	1910
	8,196
	
	48.5%

	1920
	11,377
	
	38.8%

	1930
	11,103
	
	−2.4%

	1940
	12,496
	
	12.5%

	1950
	11,665
	
	−6.7%

	1960
	10,301
	
	−11.7%

	1970
	10,601
	
	2.9%

	1980
	13,174
	
	24.3%

	1990
	13,772
	
	4.5%

	2000
	16,036
	
	16.4%

	2010
	15,911
	
	−0.8%

	U.S. Decennial Census[6]
1790–1960[7] 1900–1990[8]
1990–2000[9] 2010–2020[2]



	 	
 	
 	 		 			 		 		 		 			2000 Census Age Pyramid for Washburn County
 		 	 



As of the 2000 census,[10] there were 16,036 people, 6,604 households, and 4,530 families residing in the county. The population density was 20 people per square mile (8/km2). There were 10,814 housing units at an average density of 13 per square mile (5/km2). The racial makeup of the county was 97.27% White, 0.17% Black or African American, 1.01% Native American, 0.19% Asian, 0.02% Pacific Islander, 0.12% from other races, and 1.22% from two or more races. 0.89% of the population were Hispanic or Latino of any race. 33.9% were of German, 11.4% Norwegian, 7.0% Irish, 6.2% Swedish, 6.1% English and 5.6% American ancestry.

There were 6,604 households, out of which 27.5% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 57.6% were married couples living together, 7.0% had a female householder with no husband present, and 31.4% were non-families. 26.7% of all households were made up of individuals, and 12.6% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.39 and the average family size was 2.88.

In the county, the population was spread out, with 23.8% under the age of 18, 5.8% from 18 to 24, 24.7% from 25 to 44, 27.1% from 45 to 64, and 18.5% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 42 years. For every 100 females there were 101.3 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 98.3 males.

In 2017, there were 153 births, giving a general fertility rate of 70.0 births per 1000 women aged 15–44, the 17th highest rate out of all 72 Wisconsin counties.[11] Additionally, there were fewer than five reported induced abortions performed on women of Washburn County residence in 2017.[12]




Communities[]

Cities[]

	Shell Lake (county seat)
	Spooner


Villages[]

	Birchwood
	Minong


Towns[]


	Barronett
	Bashaw
	Bass Lake
	Beaver Brook
	Birchwood
	Brooklyn
	Casey
	Chicog
	Crystal
	Evergreen
	Frog Creek
	Gull Lake
	Long Lake
	Madge
	Minong
	Sarona
	Spooner
	Springbrook
	Stinnett
	Stone Lake
	Trego




Census-designated places[]

	Springbrook
	Stone Lake (part)
	Trego


Other unincorporated communities[]


	Beaver Brook
	Chicago Junction
	Chittamo
	Earl
	Lampson
	Madge
	Nobleton
	Sarona
	Springbrook
	Stanberry




Ghost towns[]

	Harmon


Politics[]

United States presidential election results for Washburn County, Wisconsin[13]
	Year
	Republican
	Democratic
	Third party

	No. 	%	No. 	%	No. 	%

	2020
	6,334
	61.03%
	3,867
	37.26%
	177
	1.71%

	2016
	5,436
	59.13%
	3,282
	35.70%
	475
	5.17%

	2012
	4,699
	50.60%
	4,447
	47.88%
	141
	1.52%

	2008
	4,303
	47.22%
	4,693
	51.50%
	116
	1.27%

	2004
	4,762
	49.78%
	4,705
	49.18%
	100
	1.05%

	2000
	3,912
	48.63%
	3,695
	45.93%
	438
	5.44%

	1996
	2,703
	38.64%
	3,231
	46.18%
	1,062
	15.18%

	1992
	2,586
	33.65%
	3,080
	40.07%
	2,020
	26.28%

	1988
	3,074
	47.25%
	3,393
	52.15%
	39
	0.60%

	1984
	3,848
	54.38%
	3,188
	45.05%
	40
	0.57%

	1980
	3,193
	46.41%
	3,172
	46.10%
	515
	7.49%

	1976
	2,787
	43.20%
	3,503
	54.30%
	161
	2.50%

	1972
	3,220
	56.84%
	2,336
	41.24%
	109
	1.92%

	1968
	2,425
	47.63%
	2,273
	44.65%
	393
	7.72%

	1964
	1,865
	36.84%
	3,181
	62.84%
	16
	0.32%

	1960
	2,848
	54.13%
	2,398
	45.58%
	15
	0.29%

	1956
	2,798
	58.88%
	1,935
	40.72%
	19
	0.40%

	1952
	3,184
	60.80%
	2,039
	38.93%
	14
	0.27%

	1948
	2,059
	41.81%
	2,708
	54.98%
	158
	3.21%

	1944
	2,441
	53.85%
	2,059
	45.42%
	33
	0.73%

	1940
	2,805
	48.68%
	2,901
	50.35%
	56
	0.97%

	1936
	1,650
	31.64%
	3,220
	61.74%
	345
	6.62%

	1932
	1,501
	34.68%
	2,619
	60.51%
	208
	4.81%

	1928
	2,898
	70.03%
	1,192
	28.81%
	48
	1.16%

	1924
	1,422
	38.91%
	158
	4.32%
	2,075
	56.77%

	1920
	2,023
	78.26%
	352
	13.62%
	210
	8.12%

	1916
	938
	55.37%
	644
	38.02%
	112
	6.61%

	1912
	409
	27.52%
	398
	26.78%
	679
	45.69%

	1908
	1,114
	69.02%
	396
	24.54%
	104
	6.44%

	1904
	989
	77.33%
	207
	16.18%
	83
	6.49%

	1900
	808
	73.99%
	253
	23.17%
	31
	2.84%

	1896
	771
	73.29%
	250
	23.76%
	31
	2.95%

	1892
	488
	57.82%
	305
	36.14%
	51
	6.04%









See also[]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Washburn County, Wisconsin
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Municipalities and communities of Washburn County, Wisconsin, United States

	
	
County seat: Shell Lake

	
	Cities	

Shell Lake |
Spooner




	





	
	Towns	

Barronett |
Bashaw |
Bass Lake |
Beaver Brook |
Birchwood |
Brooklyn |
Casey |
Chicog |
Crystal |
Evergreen |
Frog Creek |
Gull Lake |
Long Lake |
Madge |
Minong |
Sarona |
Spooner |
Springbrook |
Stinnett |
Stone Lake |
Trego





	
	Villages	

Birchwood |
Minong
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 State of Wisconsin

	
	
Madison (capital)

	
	Topics	


History · 
Governors · 
Delegations · 
Sports · 
People · 
Geography · 
Demographics · 
Economy · 
Visitor Attractions





	
	Regions	


Apostle Islands · 
Central Plain · 
Chippewa Valley · 
Door Peninsula · 
Driftless Area · 
Eastern Ridges and Lowlands · 
Fox River Valley · 
Great River Road · 
Lake Superior Lowland · 
Northern Highland · 
Western Upland





	
	Major metropolitan areas
(pop. over 500,000)	


Chicago metropolitan area · 
Madison metropolitan area · 
Milwaukee metropolitan area · 
Twin Cities metropolitan area





	
	Largest cities
(pop. over 50,000)	


Appleton · 
Eau Claire · 
Green Bay · 
Janesville · 
Kenosha · 
La Crosse · 
Madison · 
Milwaukee · 
Oshkosh · 
Racine · 
Waukesha · 
West Allis





	
	Smaller cities
(pop. 15,000 to 50,000)	


Beaver Dam · 
Beloit · 
Brookfield · 
Cudahy · 
De Pere · 
Fitchburg · 
Fond du Lac · 
Franklin · 
Greenfield · 
Manitowoc · 
Marshfield · 
Menasha · 
Mequon · 
Middleton · 
Muskego · 
Neenah · 
New Berlin · 
Oak Creek · 
Onalaska · 
Sheboygan · 
South Milwaukee · 
Stevens Point · 
Sun Prairie · 
Superior · 
Watertown · 
Wausau · 
Wauwatosa · 
West Bend · 
Wisconsin Rapids





	
	Largest villages
(pop. over 15,000)	


Allouez · 
Ashwaubenon · 
Caledonia · 
Germantown · 
Menomonee Falls · 
Mount Pleasant · 
Pleasant Prairie





	
	Counties	


Adams · 
Ashland · 
Barron · 
Bayfield · 
Brown · 
Buffalo · 
Burnett · 
Calumet · 
Chippewa · 
Clark · 
Columbia · 
Crawford · 
Dane · 
Dodge · 
Door · 
Douglas · 
Dunn · 
Eau Claire · 
Florence · 
Fond du Lac · 
Forest · 
Grant · 
Green · 
Green Lake · 
Iowa · 
Iron · 
Jackson · 
Jefferson · 
Juneau · 
Kenosha · 
Kewaunee · 
La Crosse · 
Lafayette · 
Langlade · 
Lincoln · 
Manitowoc · 
Marathon · 
Marinette · 
Marquette · 
Menominee · 
Milwaukee · 
Monroe · 
Oconto · 
Oneida · 
Outagamie · 
Ozaukee · 
Pepin · 
Pierce · 
Polk · 
Portage · 
Price · 
Racine · 
Richland · 
Rock · 
Rusk · 
Sauk · 
Sawyer · 
Shawano · 
Sheboygan · 
St. Croix · 
Taylor · 
Trempealeau · 
Vernon · 
Vilas · 
Walworth · 
Washburn · 
Washington · 
Waukesha · 
Waupaca · 
Waushara · 
Winnebago · 
Wood









Coordinates: 45°54′N 91°47′W / 45.90, -91.79
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